MARLBOROUGH
place on March 24, 1698. The bride was beautiful and
accomplished. Her graces were the theme for the rhymesters
of the day. The union was lasting.
The marriage of Marlborough's second daughter, Anne,
in January 1700, was an event of greater importance. We
have seen how long and varied had been the relations of
Marlborough and Sunderland and the political association
that had always subsisted between them. A close friendship
had grown between their wives. Indeed, there is a letter of
Princess Anne's to Sarah which shows that her jealousy was
playfully excited by their intimacy.
I cannot help envying Lady Sunderland to-day that she should
have the satisfaction of seeing you before me, for I am sure she
cannot love you half so well as I do, though I know that she has
the art of saying a great deal.
Sunderland's heir, Lord Spencer, who was a widower, was
a remarkable personality. He had none of the insinuating
charm and genial courtesy of his incomprehensible father.
He was an ultra-Whig of the straitest and most unbending
type. He did not trouble to conceal his republican opinions.
He was so conscious of the rights of his order and of Parlia-
ment against the Crown that he had little sympathy left for
the commonalty. According to his philosophy, citizens of
the worst republic were free, while subjects of the best king
were slaves. He was a keen book-lover, and the Sunderland
Library remained for many generations his monument. The
Whig Party took a lively interest in the development of his
mind. It was thought that experience would mellow his
orthodox severity, and they already saluted him as the future
champion of the cause for which " Hampden had died in the
field and Sidney on the scaffold."
Sarah, that sturdy Whig, may have shared these hopes;
but Marlborough's temperamental Toryism was repulsed
by the harshness alike of Lord Spencer's doctrine and dis-
position. Anne was his favourite daughter, and by every
account was a brilliant and fascinating creature. Intimate
and subtle as were his relations with Sunderland in State
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